Management of open abdomen.
Non-closure of abdominal fascia and the resultant open abdomen after laparotomy has become a major advance in the management of critically ill or injured patients. The benefits of open abdomen are many and include the prevention of intra-abdominal hypertension and the consequent abdominal compartment syndrome. Appropriately and exquisitely managed, it can provide all the benefits and prevent highly morbid complications of leaving the abdomen open. This review will provide some insights into such management.